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for her commitment to fighting this terrible dis-
ease, but also for her commitment to our com-
munity. Ms. Guzman’s unyielding dedication to
raising funds and awareness and guiding our
policymakers in Napa County is greatly appre-
ciated by our entire community and we wish
her continued success.

——————

HONORING MARGARET HARFIELD
HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Margaret Harfield, who is celebrating
her 105th birthday this month. Margaret is a
remarkable woman who has made significant
contributions to the film industry, where she
established herself as one of the first female
professionals in a field once dominated by
men.

Margaret grew up in New Jersey, where she
had the special privilege of working with the
world-renowned escape-artist Harry Houdini
as his projectionist and assistant film editor. At
a time when few women were able to enter
the film industry, Harfield’s unprecedented
work for Mr. Houdini and beyond dem-
onstrated her extraordinary talent, hard work
and dedication to her profession. Margaret
continued to break barriers with her work on
movie tone newsreels and national commer-
cials, later joining the film technicians union
where she continued to thrive as an editor.
Later, she became one of the founders of the
National Film Editors Guild. In 1944, Margaret
became an assistant editor for Paramount
News and was quickly promoted to be an edi-
tor for the Life Stories Divisions, where she
worked on film biographies used in newscasts
and movie theatre reels. Margaret married the
love of her life and late husband Harry
Hartfield in 1933, and lived together with him
in Florida for more than 50 years.

Today, Harfield still lives in South Florida
where she is a proud mother, grandmother
and great grandmother. 105 years young, she
is still an active member of her community and
can be found at the local Bingo hall every
Tuesday night and at many other functions
across town.

It is a privilege, Mr. Speaker, to represent a
district with citizens like Margaret Harfield.
Harfield is a woman of great accomplishment,
and | am incredibly pleased she is continuing
to enrich the lives of those around her. On be-
half of my entire district and the United States
Congress, Happy Birthday, Margaret!

—————

RECOGNIZING FREDRICK “WILL"”
WILLIAMS

HON. RALPH LEE ABRAHAM

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Fredrick “Will” Williams on the oc-
casion of his retirement from the
SourceAmerica Board of Directors, through
which he has helped identify and create work
opportunities for individuals with significant
disabilities in Louisiana and in communities
across America.
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Mr. Williams served in the U.S. Army from
February 1983 to March 2006. He is an Iraq
War Veteran and two time Purple Heart recipi-
ent. He was acting as a convoy escort man-
aging a team of 14 soldiers escorting dig-
nitaries through the war zone when there was
a suicide bomb attack resulting in injuries
leading to his retirement from the Army. He
later became employed by Training, Rehabili-
tation and Development Institute (TRDI) where
he worked as a security monitor. While at
TRDI he became a knowledgeable and vocal
advocate for people with disabilities and the
AbilityOne Program and received recognition
for his efforts through the SourceAmerica
2007 William M. Usdane Award.

Mr. Williams is also a mentor in the Boys
and Girls Club of Monroe and works with
young adults who have disabilities and are
struggling to find their purpose. Mr. Williams is
a deacon of True Vine Baptist Church and has
served on the Finance Committee. He is also
a member of the AbilityOne Speakers Bureau
and has spoken to groups around the nation
about the difference employment makes in an
individual’s life.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking Mr. Williams for his heartfelt com-
mitment to improving the lives of those with
disabilities, and wish him well as he departs
from the SourceAmerica Board of Directors.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF RUTH HYMAN

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ms. Ruth Hyman as she is honored
by the Visiting Nurse Association Health
Group at their Ruth Hyman Spiritual Support
in the Jewish Tradition Hospice Program Tree
of Life Donor Wall Dedication.

A lifelong resident of Long Branch, New Jer-
sey, Ruth Hyman continues her philanthropic
endeavors to improve the well-being of New
Jersey’s residents. As the recipient of a gen-
erous donation by Ms. Hyman, the Visiting
Nurse Association Health Group has named
its hospice program’s special services for Ju-
daic pastoral care in her honor. The Ruth
Hyman Spiritual Support in the Jewish Tradi-
tion program will continue to provide important
spiritual and pastoral care and comfort to indi-
viduals and their families. The Visiting Nurse
Association Health Group’s mission to make
the community a better place reflects Ms.
Hyman’s passion for helping others.

The largest non-profit visiting nurse associa-
tion in New Jersey, the Visiting Nurse Asso-
ciation Health Group provides an invaluable
service to our communities through compas-
sionate home health care and support serv-
ices. Its skilled health aides continue to meet
the needs of over 120,000 individuals in the
comfort and security of their homes each year.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
thanking Ruth Hyman and the Visiting Nurse
Association Health Group for their immeas-
urable contributions to our community.
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VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. Douglas Gorman of Katy, TX
for being named the Katy Area Chamber of
Commerce Volunteer of the Year. He self-
lessly donates his time to serve the people of
TX-22.

Mr. Gorman has been a strong volunteer
since he moved to Katy in 2008. He serves on
the advisory board for the Fussell Senior Cit-
izen Center and volunteers weekly at Katy
Prairie Conservancy and St. Paul’'s Episcopal
Church. He is also as a board member of the
Katy Home Savers Association, and an advo-
cate to preserve safe home environments for
the elderly. We are lucky to have such a com-
mitted civil servant living in Katy. His selfless
dedication to community service strengthens
our community.

On behalf of the residents of the Twenty-
Second Congressional District of Texas, con-
gratulations again to Douglas Gorman for
being selected as the Katy Area Chamber of
Commerce Volunteer of the Year. We appre-
ciate your service and continued successes.

RECOGNIZING HILARIO “LALO”
RODRIGUEZ

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Hilario “Lalo” Rodriguez of Laredo,
Texas on the occasion of his retirement. For
the last 42 years, Mr. Rodriguez has become
a renowned and respected member of both
the Laredo and HEB communities.

Lalo Rodriguez began his career with HEB
in 1972 as a carryout at the original Laredo 3
store. From there, he rose in the ranks, serv-
ing as a department manager in Carrizo
Springs, Hondo, and Eagle Pass and then as
top store leader in Crystal City in 1984. Most
recently, Mr. Rodriguez served as a Unit Di-
rector in Laredo stores 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6. As
a result, he has emerged as a tenet of the
HEB organization in Laredo.

Over the last 42 years, Mr. Rodriguez has
developed a reputation as an exemplary lead-
er and role model at HEB. His colleagues de-
scribe him as “one of Laredo’s most iconic top
store leaders” and credit him with helping to
position HEB as “the retailer of choice” in La-
redo. During his 42-year tenure, Mr. Rodriguez
has been a “positive role model,” helping to
empower the next generation of leaders in
Southwest area stores.

Mr. Rodriguez is celebrated for his business
acumen and love of the job. Many have attrib-
uted the rise of HEB in Laredo to his leader-
ship and hard work. Overall, he will be re-
membered as being an effective business
owner and merchant, as well as an excep-
tional developer of people.

In addition to his 42 years of exemplary
service to HEB, Mr. Rodriguez is a devoted
husband and father of four daughters.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize Hilario “Lalo” Rodriguez
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for his 42 years of service to HEB and the
people of Laredo.

———

TRIBUTE TO ABILITYONE AND
BOSMA ENTERPRISES

HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an exemplary partnership be-
tween the AbilityOne Program and Indiana’s
own Bosma Enterprises.

AbilityOne is an extraordinary initiative that
helps people with disabilities. It is the largest
single provider of employment for people who
are blind or face other significant disabilities.
The Program puts more than 47,000 Ameri-
cans to work by providing products and serv-
ices to both federal government and commer-
cial customers.

For twenty five of the past 100 years that
Bosma Enterprises has been in business it
has partnered with the AbilityOne Program to
serve hundreds of Hoosiers each year through
Community and Center-Based Services; serv-
ices that have helped disabled Hoosiers
achieve a greater level of independence and
self-esteem. Their partnership has also en-
abled many people to gain employment in
good paying Indiana jobs. Nearly 60 percent
of all employees at Bosma Enterprises are
blind or suffer some degree of visual impair-
ment. But Bosma’s partnership with AbilityOne
is about more than just the number of people.
It is about the individuals that are being as-
sisted.

One such man was stay-at-home dad Don
Green. Retinitis pigmentosa left Don totally
blind making it very difficult for him to reenter
the job market after taking time off to care for
his twins. On more than one occasion he was
asked why potential employers “should have
to make accommodations for someone who is
blind.” Almost 200 applications later, Don was
disenchanted, dismayed and about to give up
when a friend encouraged him to check into
the opportunities provided by Bosma Enter-
prises. That application changed his life as
Bosma hired Don as a material handler in its
warehouse.

Bosma Enterprises was able to offer Don a
job because of its contracts through the
AbilityOne Program. Through this important
program, Bosma provides exam and surgical
gloves to VA hospitals across the country and
has created nearly 100 jobs for people who
are blind or visually impaired in Indiana.
Today, just six years later, Don is the Produc-
tion Supervisor managing 40 people working
on the exam glove lines.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud of the work Bosma
Enterprises is doing in partnership with the
AbilityOne Program and ask all Hoosiers to
join me in recognizing the life altering work
they do each and every day. They open doors
of opportunity and help make the state of Indi-
ana a better place to live. In the words of Don
Green, “lt means everything to be able to
have a job. | am so glad that | am able to take
care of my family and give them a better life.”
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STRONG COMMITMENT TO
SERVICE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate two members of the Brazos Val-
ley Community-Girl Scout Troop 28028—
Sarah-Leanne Sherman and Katie Stone.
These young women received the Silver
Award, the second highest Girl Scout award
and the highest award at the middle school
level.

Sarah-Leanne and Katie have continually
showed their commitment to changing society
and helping their community. They were
awarded the Silver Award after running a
cheer and dance camp for the children staying
at the Fort Bend Women’s Shelter over the
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. At the
end of the camp, the children were able to
perform their routine for their mothers.

| am proud to represent two young leaders
who possess a strong commitment to service.
On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Sarah-Leanne and Katie for earning this
distinguished award. | look forward to seeing
what Sarah-Leanne and Katie do in the future.

—————

HONORING MS. KAREN TAYLOR,
SOLANO COUNTY’'S WOMAN OF
THE YEAR

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Karen Taylor as one of
the Fifth District of California’s Women of the
Year as we celebrate Women’s History Month.
| regularly have the privilege to work with ex-
traordinary women across our district and | am
proud to recognize Karen as one of them.

Ms. Taylor is a considerate woman with a
loving and giving heart, and is always seeking
to help the less fortunate in our community,
especially youth, homeless, and elders. From
block parties that she put on as a teenager to
field trips to take kids to Lake Tahoe to see
snow for the first time, she has been a fixture
in her neighborhood and the Vallejo commu-
nity. Forming activity groups, such as Karen'’s
Tiny Tots and Karen’s Girls Clubs for kids and
teenagers, she has helped young people in
Vallejo experience and see the best in them-
selves.

Ms. Taylor has strived to improve our com-
munity for more than thirty years. She has
worked with kids to perform plays, has hosted
meetings on pregnancy prevention for teenage
girls, and has devoted countless hours of work
to the Solano AIDS Coalition.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we honor and thank Ms. Taylor not only
for her commitment to bettering the lives of
the less fortunate around her, but also for her
commitment to our community. Ms. Taylor's
unyielding dedication to the people that make
region unique is greatly appreciated by our en-
tire community and we wish her continued
success.
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BRAIN AWARENESS WEEK

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | stand today in
celebration of the 20th anniversary of Brain
Awareness Week and the importance of edu-
cating students and the general public on
brain science in the United States and around
the world. I'd like to highlight an issue that's
important to me and the people of California’s
14th District. Traumatic brain injury, known as
TBI, affects over 1.7 million people in the
United States each year and costs Americans
almost $77 billion annually in direct and indi-
rect medical costs. The effects of TBI on the
brain vary greatly. TBI includes concussions,
which may not show brain damage on an MRI,
but can lead to headaches, fatigue, behavioral
changes, and long-term effects on cognition or
personality. More severe TBIs may lead to
loss of consciousness for over 30 minutes,
and can result in severe headaches, seizures,
loss of motor coordination, and agitation. TBI
can result from falls, car accidents, or due to
combat trauma or athletics.

TBI has been called the signature wound of
the Irag and Afghanistan wars, and many of
the TBI cases from these wars are due to in-
jury from Improvised Explosive Devises
(IEDs). The DoD states that since 2000, more
than 287,000 U.S. service members have sus-
tained a TBI. Research indicates that TBIs are
related to development of PTSD or major de-
pression in veterans, and being able to accu-
rately diagnose and treat TBI is an important
step in caring for the mental and physical
health of our veterans.

TBI is also an issue in athletes of all levels,
ranging from high school sports to profes-
sional sports. It is estimated that 300,000
sports-related concussions occur each year. In
recent years, repeated concussions in athletes
have been shown to be related to chronic
traumatic encephalopathy (CTE) that leads to
increased irritability, and eventually dementia.
Many people with traumatic brain injury never
get diagnosed, and there are not reliable treat-
ments available for those who do get diag-
nosed. Being able to accurately identify and
then treat TBI is important for the health and
long-term well-being of high school athletes,
professional athletes, service members, and
veterans.

In an effort to improve diagnosis and treat-
ment of TBI, the University of California, San
Francisco is leading several federally-funded
research initiatives. UCSF will be directing an
$18.8 million award from NIH that will support
research on how to improve diagnosis and
treatment for TBIs, which are frequently
undiagnosed, misdiagnosed, and under-
treated. UCSF has also received a $17 million
Department of Defense award that aims to im-
prove clinical trials for TBI which may lead to
better treatments. Researchers will use data
from thousands of patients to identify effective
measures of brain injury and recovery using
brain imaging, biomarkers, and other tools.
This may lead to the first successful treatment
of TBI.

| urge my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Brain Awareness Week and the con-
tributions that thousands of dedicated sci-
entists are making to unlock the mysteries be-
hind the human brain.
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